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Welsh FEI Steering Group

Meeting 3

Tuesday 3rd July, 2007 10.30am - 12noon

Sefton House, Llandrindod Wells

Minutes

1. Welcome, Introductions and Apologies

Attending:

Helen Howlett – Gwent Wildlife Trust - Chair of Blaenau Gwent FEI Cluster

Sue Ginley - Forestry Commission Wales

Richard Withers – Welsh Timber Forum

Sue Williams – FEI Co-ordinator, North and Mid Wales

Lucy Kirkham – FEI Co-ordinator, South East Wales

Helena Fox – Woodlands for Learning Forum

Nigel Phillips – Coed Cymru

Helen Prince – Groundwork Wrexham & Flintshire

Apologies:

Clare Morgan  – Woodland Trust

Vanessa Warrington – Representing Impio Cluster Group

Judith Webb – ConFor

Owen Thurgate & Amy Phillips – FC Wales

Andy Roby - Timber Trade Federation

No response from: 

Gareth Price - Wales Forest Business Partnership

Field Studies Council

Helen welcomed all to the meeting.

2. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes were accepted as a true record

Matters arising:

· Seed to Saw Project – Montgomeryshire FEI Cluster project had held a successful celebration day at Leighton Estate Welshpool.  The curriculum materials are being written up by three of the participating teachers and the FC Wales Education Officer to create a ‘toolkit’ which will be available on the FEI website.

· Home Build and Renovation Show – Richard had accessed tickets but no one had been able to attend at short notice.  It was agreed to plan for 2008

· Steering Group Terms of Reference – Sue Williams had sent a signed copy to Tony Thomas, FEI Chair

· FEI Cluster Presentation – Sue Williams reported that this had been trialled at Bridgend cluster meeting and was largely successful.

3. Progress on agreed actions

Identify clusters with little or no partnership organisation representation and encourage support - geographical constraints permitting  

Sue Williams circulated an information chart and some amendments were noted.

Collate existing good practice from Welsh cluster groups linked to the Foundation Phase and consider best ways to disseminate

Lucy circulated a draft of possible projects to be highlighted.  It was agreed to widen the examples beyond Forest School and include the Seed to Saw project.  Possible dissemination to the Foundation Phase Training and Support Officers through Sarah Clarke

Explore the development of greater involvement with the Welsh timber industry 

FEI inclusion on WTF website

Identify appropriate businesses to host visits

Richard reported that the FEI links were to go on the website next month www.welshtimberforum.co.uk   He suggested that people wishing to visit a saw mill or similar should go through Claire Pennington 0845 4560342 or email info@welshtimberforum.co.uk
Contribute to the planning of the 2007 Networking Day advising on content, speakers and venue

Suggested “Woodlands for Work” – training and careers theme

Sue Williams reported that the Day was now planned and the venue booked.  Steering Group members were all invited.  There would be two free places per Cluster Group.  For those paying the charge would be £20 (including lunch).  A flyer for the event would be ready shortly on the FEI website homepage and would be sent to all clusters before the end of term.

ACTION:  Steering Group members to confirm if they are able to attend and if they wish to bring displays 

4. June Partnership Round

The following Cluster Groups had submitted applications:

· Impio – 14-19 Pathway

· Ceredigion – Foundation Phase Forest School Leader

· Neath Port Talbot – Willow and its Story

· Monmouthshire – Branching Out – community Forest School

· Radnorshire – Wild Woodland Gamelan

All were subsequently approved by the assessment panel.

5. FEI Forest School QAS project

Sue Williams presented some PowerPoint slides provided by Fiona Groves, QAS project manager.  Sue sits on the Steering Group for this project funded by Forestry Commission England, which aims to develop quality indicators for Forest School based on Worcestershire’s self-assessment model.  There are 5 pilots – one in Wales (Magor Church in Wales VA Primary School, Monmouthshire), one in Scotland and three in England.

6. AOB

Forest School Update

Lucy reported that

· The Institute of Outdoor Learning (IOL) were holding a meeting in September to discuss setting up a Forest School Special Interest Group

· 50 people in Wales had qualified as Level 3 Forest School in Wales this summer

· The WAG funded Woodlands for Learning Forum project to develop four Forest School trainers for the Foundation Phase was being finalised and would be starting to recruit in the autumn.

Scottish Co-ordinator - Sue Williams reported that Rebecca Logsdon, FEI Co-ordinator for Scotland was leaving to join the John Muir Trust

Woodland Festival  - Helen invited everyone to the Woodland Festival at Gwent Wildlife Trust’s Silent Valley Nature Reserve, Blaenau Gwent on 14th July.

7. Date of next meeting

Wednesday 21st November 2007

Media Resource Centre, Llandrindod Wells, 10.30 until 12 noon

(rearranged from 6th November)

