FEI STEERING GROUP

FOREST SCHOOL SUBGROUP MEETING

1st June 2009

SILVAN HOUSE

EDINBURGH

Present: 

Chris Miles,  Independent


(Chair)

Claire Nugent Mindstretchers

Jenny Watters, Edinburgh City Council

Anna Craigen, Borders Forest Trust

Bonnie Maggio FC Scotland
Sharon Davies FC Scotland

(Secretary)
Apologies:


Aline Hill Independent

Simon Harry, FEI Highlands

Niki Buchan, Mindstretchers

Rachel Hellings, Scottish Natural Heritage

Mike Brady, South Lanarkshire Council

Sally York, FC Scotland

1 Welcome and Introductions

The Chair (Chris Miles) welcomed everyone to the meeting and passed on apologies.

Simon Harry was unable to attend as he is celebrating the birth of his second child – Rouben Phoenix, who made a quick appearance on 23rd May weighing in at 6lb.5oz.

2 Minutes of the Last Meeting

The draft minutes from November were accepted with the incorporated amendments. 

Minutes from meeting in March were accepted with one minor amendment to section 8. 

Action Point still outstanding – CM to investigate who replaced Jeannie at Children in Scotland.

ACTION POINT: SD - Amendment to be incorporated and circulated to the group. 

3 Forest School Co-ordinator

A Forestry 4 People panel (F4P) meeting was held on 20th May to bid for funding for the Forest School Co-ordinator post.  The result is still to be confirmed.

Bonnie explained to the group that she has made thorough enquiries to secure the other funding necessary this is proving extremely difficult. 

It was widely felt that once F4P funding is in place it would put the Forest School subgroup in a better position to approach others for funding.  Bonnie stated that she would try the lottery again if the F4P funding is confirmed.

The group were asked for ideas on who to approach for funding and discussed options on what to do should other funding become hard to find.  The group discussed the option of reducing the hours of the post to 1 day per week but it was agreed that this should be a last option.   

Jenny raised the option that the cluster groups be tasked with raising funds to help finance the post which met with positive feedback and should go ahead sooner rather than later.  Bonnie will contact the clusters explaining the situation and that there will be a prize for the group who raises the most money.  All funds to be with Bonnie by 31 October in time for the FEI networking event in November.

Jenny agreed to investigate the option of the council funding the other part of the post.  There could be some difficulty as the council already employ a number of people filling forest school posts.  It was also suggested that the “Laidlaw” and Leverhulme Trusts are contacted as a possible source of funding. 

Action Point: BM to email cluster groups and Trusts

Action Point: JW to speak to council contacts.

4 Forest School Resource.

Chris explained to the group that since the last meeting, there has been 2 meetings between Claire, Bonnie and herself to discuss the Resource pack.

It was decided at the first meeting that Claire would tackle the photographs, Bonnie would edit the text of the guide and Chris would draft an introduction to the document.  

This was reviewed at the second meeting and Bonnie reported that she is still in the final stages of the edit. She asked the group to give immediate feedback if they had any strong opinions on the document as it stands.  Bonnie indicated that she will be meeting with the designer soon to incorporate the amendments to the master document and comments need to be forwarded to her as soon as possible.

The title of the resource pack is being changed to Resource for Scotland.

The group were given a copy of the draft introduction from Chris and it was made clear that this introduction would be at the front of the main document.

Chris asked for comments from the subgroup. 

Action Point: Subgroup to send comments to CM by 27th June.

Bonnie asked for new valid photographs of forest school where permission has been previously been obtained.

Discussion on “Curriculum for Excellence” where work is being carried out in the woods is not Forest School. 


Bonnie also asked the group if they had any exemplary free-play programmes to include within the resource.

The group discussed the benefits of having a structured programme in place for the head-teachers but the ability to adapt to a free-play approach with the children.  

Chris offered to email Bonnie with inserts for the structuring programmes section with notes and explanations.

Action Point: CM to email BM

5 FEI Networking Event

Bonnie updated everyone on the details so far and reiterated that the cluster groups are to get priority places. 

Penny Martin has been contracted to run the event and will put the workshops in place. 

The theme this year is FEI and Forest School in practice.

It is hoped that England and Wales will agree to provide some workshops.  

Workshop suggestions so far, include Forest School – a workshop being run by Karen Boyd at Central Conservancy on Kindergardens.

Jenny Watters and Chris Miles agreed to run workshops. 

Bonnie asked for all ideas to be sent to her. It was agreed that it would be good to do Campfire cooking on the Forest School day and there would be a Biodiversity workshop on the FEI day.

Action Point: Subgroup to email BM with ideas.

6  Any Other Business and Date of Next Meeting.

Jenny informed the group that her cluster group want to approach RBS about a bit of land next to a park and asked the group for a letter of support.

The group confirmed they were happy to endorse this application.

Action Point: JW to email details to SD to action letter.

Anna agreed to mention funding at an event that she and Sally would be attending in a bid to find an audience for the Forest School Co-ordinator post. 

Jenny stated that she will be sending a report to her university lecturer soon and asked Bonnie to look over the FEI content first.

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 22nd September at 10.30 Silvan House

Action Point: SD to book meeting room.

