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FEI Scotland Steering Group 

Minutes from meeting 

Tuesday 28 August 2006
Forestry Commission Scotland, Silvan House Edinburgh

Present: 

Kate Campbell, Eco Schools Scotland 

Sally York, Forestry Commission Scotland 

William Fergusson, Lantra 

Martyn Jamieson, Field Studies Council

Bonnie Maggio, Scottish Natural Heritage

Linda McConaghie, Central Scotland Forest Trust

Sheila McEwan, Sport Scotland

Steven Lindsay, Lantra

Vijay Patel, Education Directorate

Margaret Watson, Scottish Enterprise Dumfries and Galloway

Sally York, Forestry Commission Scotland

Apologies: 

Andrew Fairburn, Woodland Trust Scotland

James Brown, Royal Scottish Forestry Society
1. Welcome and Introductions

Kate Campbell, as new chair, thanked everyone for attending the meeting and welcomed Vijay Patel from the Scottish Executive. Round table introductions were made.

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting

These were from September 9 2006 as the January 07 meeting was cancelled due to bad weather. 

a. ConFor contact: ConFor have a new Chief Executive, Stuart Goodall.  Claire Glaister does 1 day a week for ConFor on the Workforce Development Forum.

ACTION: Margaret Watson (MW) to contact Stuart to identify ConFor’s engagement with FEI.

b. MW wanted to know what funding was turned down by Scottish Enterprise under Careers and Vocational Subgroup.

ACTION: Sally York (SY) to find out

c. Format of Minutes: Willie Fergusson asked for Action Points to be clearly identified. 

ACTION: SY to try new format in minutes.

2. Presentation: 

Update on Education in the light of the new Government: Vijay Patel, Education and Lifelong Learning Directorate

Vijay outlined how Curriculum section in ELLD has been reorganised. He has responsibility for outdoor learning alongside numeracy, maths, sex, drugs, health and PE. Tim Simmons deals with sustainable development education, citizenship, international development and Ecoschools amongst others.

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/index.asp

Curriculum for Excellence is not about content but focused on the 4 capacities. Achievement, attainment and experience are 3 important strands to this. There are 8 subject areas (http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/buildingthecurriculum/Buildingthecurriculum1/index.asp) with a range of cross curricular themes (http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/crosscurricular/index.asp includes outdoor learning and sustainable development education).  Currently learning outcomes are being developed for each subject areas (science: Planet Earth outcomes are currently available http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/outcomes/index.asp). The rest of the outcomes should become available in the nest 4 – 6 months with the other parts of science and numeracy first). The idea is that teachers will work with and improve on these outcomes for 12- 18 months following the release of the outcomes. Hopefully all schools will then be working towards a Curriculum for Excellence by the start of academic year 2009/2010.

The outcomes are not about what you do but how it is done. Therefore children have to be able to demonstrate their learning. This will have implications on the teaching and learning process and for initial teacher training and CPD. There is increasing emphasis on ‘active learning’ especially trying to encourage this approach in high schools. 

Recognising achievement is also under revision. Qualifications will form one part of achievement. Ideas such as 1 set of exams for school leavers and acknowledging the things children do that aren’t normally formally accredited are being looked at.

There is a very clear commitment to learning outdoors. The SE is continuing to fund LTS to develop the Outdoors Connections programme for the next couple of years.

ACTION: SY to send presentation to Steering group members

3. Forest School – Bonnie Maggio (BM), chair of sub-group

a. The demonstration visit at Fox Covert Primary Forest School went well. The Teacher and staff were very positive. The purpose of the day was to raise the awareness of SE, LTS, HMIe colleagues of Forest School. 

b. A report for the first year of the Edinburgh Forest School Project has been published. Glasgow have set up a Forest school project and are using the Edinburgh one as a model

c.  The FS leader training will be reviewed. This led to a discussion on research particularly on the educational benefits of FS. VP suggested the focus be on what is the impact of FS on a child’s ability to learn? He thought an action research approach might the most applicable here and alluded to the fact that SE has money for this
ACTION:

Meeting to be arranged with VP to discuss the potential for an action research programme for FS. SY/BM 

4. Careers and Vocational Education – Margaret Watson, chair of sub-group

MW informed the group of a recent HR survey which revealed that the average age in the forestry industry is 50 plus. The industry is keen to engage with schools to enthuse and encourage young people into it. The group is currently working on:

a. DVD – the first phase of this will be launched at the networking event in October. 

ACTION: MW/SY to get an update on the next phase from Dan Ridley-Ellis

b. Industry days – these were being developed by FEI S Scotland as part of the Forest Roadshow. The intention is to get local businesses engaged eg sponsorship.

ACTION: for new S Scotland FEI co-ordinator to take forward via MW.

c. Leaflet: the group, working with LANTRA, is looking to produce a leaflet that shows a route map for careers in forestry.

ACTION: SY to organise a meeting for FEI to develop the leaflet with LANTRA

Kate Campbell updated the group on the Ecoschools secondary programme that will include a section on green jobs. Paul Cortopassi is the development officer on 01786 468233, ecoschools@ksbscotland.org.uk
Willie Fergusson mentioned the new skills strategy for Scotland. There is a lot of investment in this area, particularly examining how skills can have an equal value in attainment in schools.

5. Recruitment of FEI Co-ordinator - SY

SY informed the group of Rebecca Logsdon’s departure. Interviews for a replacement had taken place and an appointment.

ACTION: SY to inform the FEI network of appointment as soon as possible.
6. FEI Funding Bid - SY

This has been delayed as a result of Rebecca’s departure. Comments were given to improve the bid.

ACTION: update the NEET phrase, as this is no longer common parlance SY

ACTION: SY to contact Isla McCrone and Zoe Fergusson at SE about Funding.

ACTION: SY to send VP corrected copy

7. FEI bids and Assessment Panel – BM

There were 2 bids from Scotland and they were both successful. There are potential changes to the funding package in the horizon, possibly as a result of the rural development programme/funding.

ACTION: SY to update on funding at the next meeting.

8. FEI Networking Event 4/5 October: SY

Penny Martin is managing this for FEI. 

ACTION: please continue to promote the event through your networks. ALL

ACTION: please email Penny Martin if you would like display space   

 ( penmartin@msn.com )

9. AOB

MW mentioned the Forest Industry Trust that might wish to get engaged with FEI

ACTION: MW to discuss with Forest Industry Trust

The Royal Highland Education Trust (RHET) is another possible partner.

ACTION: SY to contact RHET to look at areas of joint working.

10. Next meeting: Tuesday 12 February, 2008, 10.30 –13.00 at FCS, Silvan House, Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh.

Sally York

FCS on behalf of FEI

