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FOREST EDUCATION INITIATIVE




FEI England Steering Group

Wednesday 1st October 2008

Old Heartwoods Office, Forestry Commission, Mortimer Forest, Whitcliffe, Ludlow, Shropshire.SY8 2HD.


Present

Angela Pollard

Susannah Podmore

Jenny Doyle

Alice Savery

Jo Webb

Rosie Teasdale

Karen Letten

Terence Mallinson

Apologies

David Thorp

Janice Price

Paul Nolan

Ron Melville

Louise Ambrose

Stephanie Kimsey

Jon Dallow

Georgina Cass
Minutes and matters arising


· West Midlands WIG for Forest School – deadline 31st October 2008

· England’s Trees, Woods and Forests (ETWF) delivery plan is due to be launched on 9th November 2008 – postponed due to change in minister for the Natural and Marine Environment, Wildlife and Rural Affairs.  

· Rachel Giles – SP to contact Rachel about a new cluster group in New Forest area

FEI National Networking Day (FEI NND) 




All information is now on the FEI website home page.  This year the NND will be held at the Pioneer Centre, Wyre Forest near Kidderminster.  Deadline for booking is 31st October.  Flyers are also still available from Susannah.  The theme this year will be the “Power of Wood” and is free to 2 members of each FEI cluster group, and £25 per attendee for non cluster group members. 

The workshops include:

Heartwoods initiative – woodfuel, releasing the energy

How to balance (or cook) the carbon books

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) – making FSC a national project

Build your own shaving horse (Mike Abbott)

Build an outdoor learning environment

Forest School skills with older children (Sarah Robertshaw, FC)

A Forest of Bugs and Beasts (Workshop under the sky)

The Power of Music

Forest School – the latest news (Jenny Doyle, Worcestershire)

ACTION: Proposed that FEI England host an event every year – to be discussed at next meeting

IOL SIG launch and FS QAS – update

44 people attended the launch at Blackwell Hall, on a beautiful sunny day, with workshops held outside in the afternoon.  Disappointing turn out, mainly due to lack of communication about bookings from IOL.  3 executive members were elected:

Jenny Doyle (chair)

Marijke Shakespeare (treasurer)

Dawn Baggeley (Secretary)

14 people introduced themselves and stood for the remaining 9 places on the committee.  

Other points discussed 

IOL renewal and SIG membership are separate

Committee meetings scheduled for the next year

Executive members to talk to IOL about website and communication

Constitution agreed

Organisational and individual membership available

IOL are independent of county councils/ training providers etc

FS QA scheme

5 pilots have now worked through the process successfully

All participants met in early September to feedback on process

Main outcome is that the scheme is a big document with a lot of paperwork involved

A smaller working group will now complete the QAS by end of January

SP and AS – looking at a pilot to see how the QAS could be used as CPD to update practitioners to current OCN Level 3 in Shropshire

However, there is an embargo on the document until the final changes have been made

Worcestershire are using the scheme with 10 practitioners

FEI still has a concern that there are different levels and courses across the UK.  Although there is a GB OCN network, this is still in the early stages of development.  However, there is a clear application process for training providers who wish to join – this will be detailed on the new section of the FEI website under the Forest School section.  Contact SP for further details – it will be proposed that all FEI partnership funding will only fund Forest School trainers who are members of this OCN network at the next FEI England meeting.

FEI partnership fund – October bids and new panel 


A reminder that project funding up to £5000 is available to constituted FEI cluster groups 3 times a year – 1st Feb, 1st June, and 1st October.  Only one project submitted for 1st October deadline.  

Examples of applications from 1st June 2008

Black Country – Saltwells Wood £3652 match funding not confirmed

Project at Saltwells Nature Reserve involving 3 local primary schools – year 4 and 5 students learning more about the heritage of the site, diversity of habitats, possible uses of timber and forest management.  Activities include felling of a tree, apple pressing, nature walks and resource production.

Herefordshire  - £2312.50

To promote Forest School to local pre-schools, primary, secondary schools and especially special need schools and vulnerable adults, plus the home educated.  

To offer specialist one day workshops e.g. singing in the woods, making musical instruments, purchase willow wands of different colours to grow by stream, so that we can harvest them to weave and make structures from.

Fantastic Forests Launch North West cluster group 

£2779.00

A series of Forest School taster days to promote awareness locally.  Development of a database of sites, leaflets and identify potential other sources of funding.

Blackdown Hills development project
Blackdown Hills cluster group   £4011.00

Creation of a Forest School DVD in 3 versions as a promotional tool for new audiences, a PowerPoint version for FS practitioners to use for participating schools, and a shorter version of Forest School in the Blackdown Hills area.  

ACTION Any feedback from cluster groups about the process and/or barriers to applying to SP please.

England panel is currently David Thorp, Karen Letten, Eve Dennehy, Alice Savery  (Rowena Kenny has stepped down due to time constraints)

NB cluster group rep is not involved if their group is applying.

The application form has been updated and is available online on the FEI website.  The cluster group name must include the words FEI cluster group to obtain funding.  


Proposals for FEI strategic projects in 2009 – 2010 
Tree 37 - DVD produced by Sheffield FEI Cluster group, outlining uses of felled street tree

FSC Day – partnership work on national awareness day/weekend in September

Educational resource review, focussing on KS3/4 

Climate Change – on hold until after Forestry Commission funded research “Wood You Believe It” project 

One Stop Shop evaluation  - FEI website with links to others eg heritagewoodsonline - website with National Curriculum links for all forest education projects/resources
These projects could be offered out to cluster groups, with option of 100% funding as incentive.  To be discussed and included in FEI strategy for 2009 onwards.

Partners/Cluster group updates 

FEI Birmingham  Jo Webb

AGM next week – Sue Cooper has stepped down as chair due to work commitments – Fiona Hopkins is acting chair.  Lydford Forest School has now had tree survey done.  Wildlife Trusts are running volunteer days.  Woodland Trust and Botanical Gardens are running a Forest School project, in the centre of city.   Fiona Hopkins is still managing website www.brumforestschools.

Epping Forest  Terence Mallinson

Epping Forest Centenary Trust (EFCT) now employs 2 project officers, 1 administrator and has 2 minibuses.  6100 children out in the woods last year, from a diverse ethnic mix.  Cluster group was formed with BTCV and Field Studies Council (FSC), but not very active at the moment.  A celebration event was held to mark 30 years of activity – go to www.efct.info for more information.

Worcester – Jenny Doyle

Jenny has arranged cluster group meetings in 6 areas, with a focus for each area – 2 per term.  
All 6 were cancelled last term, so morale not very high.  Conference on 5th November – “looking at Fire”

Forest School training going well – Jon Cree is running 4 x Level 3, 1 x Level 2 from September 2008 – August 2009.  

Shropshire FEI – Alice Savery

Telford and Wrekin area is beginning to show an interest in Forest School.  Wildlife Trust are offering training to teachers, with a CPD book but it is very expensive.  Greenwood Centre are offering first aid training.  Helen Howes is running 5 Forest Schools in Telford and Wrekin area.  Shropshire county council now starting to work with older children and Pupil Referral Units – a report on a pilot with Sarah Robertshaw (Forestry Commission) will be available shortly.  

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Rosie Teasdale

FSC Day was piloted on 26th September 2008, based on Fairtrade Fortnight idea, in the UK.  Due to short notice, many FSC certified sites were very keen but not able to organise events this year.  The Scouts used their forestry and global citizenship badges as part of the day.  The day was well supported by Boots, promoting their FSC products eg hairbrushes range!  Rosie will be working with the scouts association, ramblers association, and other interested organisations. 

Next year FSC Day will be Friday 25th September 2009 – (Jan 09  - flyer now attached).  

 Action: All interested in getting involved for next year – please contact Rosie at rosie@fsc-uk.org

Small  Woodlands Initiative (SWA) Angela Pollard

Angela is hosted by SWA, funded by Forestry Commission and Natural England.  Angela is responsible for communication between the initiatives, ranging from woodland management projects to the Greenlight Trust in Suffolk.  Conference on 10th November in Birmingham looking at green infrastructure, new housing and urban tree planting. 

ACTION : SP to ask for a report of the day and forward to cluster groups. 

Green Tree Schools Award
Karen Letten, Woodland Trust

This new project managed by the Woodland Trust was officially launched on 3rd June – a self-assessment tool for schools to encourage them to engage in more of the WT’s activities.  Schools register online and can review how many points they have so far, by carrying out various projects.  

The schools receive downloadable certificates for bronze and silver, and a plaque for gold.  
Examples include 
Bronze (5 points)
2 x hedge and copse packs ordered


Recycle Christmas cards

silver (10 points)

2 x hedge and copse packs

reduce carbon dioxide emissions 

gold (15 points)

visit woodland with class

register for nature detectives

register for Ancient Tree Hunt

recycle christmas cards

For further information, please contact Karen at KarenLetten@woodlandtrust.org.uk or visit http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/schools/award
Forest education and Forest School activity could be incorporated into the scheme

ACTION SP to liase with Karen about how this would work. 

AOB 

Date of next meeting – 4th February 2009.  Any agenda items to Susannah please.



