FEI Careers and Vocational Subgroup Meeting

Thurs 1st May at Silvan House

Present:

Bonnie Maggio FEI 

Sally York FCS

Margaret Watson SE

Daniel Ridley-Ellis Napier University

Apologies:

Gordon Hill

Willie Fergusson
1. Updates

Daniel Ridley-Ellis – Firrs project has ended. DRE hoping to secure more funding to produce further DVDs. 20,000 DVD’s made. 17,000 distributed to date mostly to science teachers in schools. Packages of 100 sent out.  Website – videos being uploaded. 17,000 visitors – most have come to play timber trumps. Still in Channel 4 top ten websites. Daniel is giving a paper at World Conference (?) on need to attract more women into the industry.

AP Daniel to circulate paper to other members

CFB have identified same problems. Worth looking at their research as a model. They have a careers map similar to Hilary’s proposed route map.

Importance of Links . Would like to secure more funding to do a game SimForest to capture carbon with messages inherent in the game.

Margaret Watson –  A new Forestry Industry Advisory Board is being put together. So Scottish Enterprise can demonstrate that it is being industry led.  To be announced tomorrow. The first meeting will be in May before the “ All Energy” conference. Working groups will be put in place and MW to suggest that this group be added to by industry representatives to become the work group on careers.

We need to able to demonstrate what we have been doing and what works.

Sally York -  from FCS Implementation Plan there are various relevant tasks this year – Rural Skills – support Forestry Element of Vocational Skills. 

· Refresh Careers  Guidance to better reflect Forestry today.  

· Best Practice guidelines on school work placements. Case Studies or Guidance notes.  Education department will have health and safety guidelines.

 Discussed Take your Child to work day run in Perth and Kinross and how they get around health and safety for that.

Science and Engineering ambassador scheme– SETNET details from Daniel.  This includes getting a disclosure. Aberdeenshire are quite active in this.

-Reviewing Secondary Curriculum and CPD for teachers internally and compatible with A curriculum for Excellence.

Margaret Watson remarked that they had no uptake for CPD when they provided it.

· Workshop on Forests role in Life Long Learning by end of the year.

· Also redoing Education Strategy and

· Careers Toolkit. Person to be contracted shortly will have to get in touch with the key people involved: Daniel, MW etc.

AP – Find out what has happened with Careers Banners BM/SY/MW ?
2. Resources
We still have £15k from SE sitting with FSC for Careers projects.

Suggestions included commissioning a Reciprocal Frame made for “Doorway” events – Tree to Roof Truss. With instructions for Activities.

-Stand shaped like a tree? Held by Forest Research?

TTF Wood products / saws etc.

Important for things to be tactile.

FIRRS website. Freelance designer for 2 months cost £8k.

Agreement from the group to fund Hilary Parke to do contract to take Portal Website to next stage. To work with Daniel to sort out what it will look like and how it will operate. To be paid through FEI ring-fenced money for Careers held with FSC.  The portal needs to be FEI branded.

AP: MW to arrange meeting with HP and DRE to take forward.

Technical structure to be discussed.

AP: HP to invoice FSC directly. BM to send note to Rachel Lucas with minutes of this agreement.

3. AOB 

DRE discussed his visvests idea. They cost £2 - £2.50 each. Popular with 12 to 15 year olds.  Schools came back to him with requests for visvests. Idea is for companies to sponsor their own logo and to compile sets with one from each company for schools to hold. Devise games based around the visvests. Size for S2.

AP: MW to put forward idea at Advisory Board meeting. ?

Treefest 14/15th June. Doorway will be there. Acoustic tools demo. Also Nick Gibbs launching new independent magazine Tree Lovers/ Woodworkers

Daniel told group about his Flicker.com site – Trees and Timber Education. Link can go onto Treetrunk.

Date of Next Meeting: 18th or 19th June.TBC

